Arthur E. Canty Elementary School
3740 N, Panama Ave., Chicago, Il. 60634
Mrs. Jennifer Rath, Principal Mr. Ronald Jacobson, LSC Chair
Pr. Shannon Puckett, Assistant Principal Mr. Ronald Yak, LSC Secretary

Local School Council Meeting
October 15, 2025 ~ 6pm ~ Multi-Purpose Room
Minutes

1. Call to Order @6:10pm Chair

2. Roll Call Secretary

Carolyn Potamitis (CP}, Jennifer Rath (JR), Maria Carney {MC), Ronald Yak {RY), Erin Tedesso (ET), Ronald Jacohson (RJ),
lia Le (Jay) Zhang {JZ), Karem Korkmaz {KK) - Remote, Kristy Clark (KC), Carrie Gilbert (CG), Zacharias Pantazis (ZP)

Members that are in italics, underfine and bold were absent from the meeting

3. Approval of Agenda Chair
With an addition that after the Approval of Agenda we add Full Voting Right for Member that is Remote

First Motion: ET
Second Maotion: MC
All in Favor: Yes

Motion Passes

4. Vote on Voting Rights for Remote Member , Chalr

Motion for Full Voting Right for Remote Member

First Motion: ET
Second Maotion: IR
Allin Favor: Yes

Motion Passes

5. Approval of Minutes from last meeting Chair
First Motion: iz
Second Motion: KK
All in Favor: Yes

Motion Passes

6. Announcements/Introduction of Guests Chair

None

7. Reports:
a. Chair: LSC email addresses are private and not available to the public, they can email Mr. Jacobson or Mr. Yak and they
will send or forward emails to the rest of the LSC, Jose our LSC Relationship person stated that we have agendas and minutes
available for Public — they are stapied to the wall by the security desk. As of today’s meeting all people attending the LSC
meeting will need to come through Door 1 and have an ID ready to scan, the LSC did the principal evaluation back in May

and CPS will not add and more data (student scores) so the evaluation will stand as is from May,




b. Principal: Went over recent safety emails and SOP from CPS and went over slide show.

¢. PPLC: Committee met on October 9th and points were discussed.

d. BAC: October 23 is the next meeting.

e. LRE: We are still in need of three SECA’s.

f. Wellness Committee: We will have a Bike to School Day in the Spring and another spirit week
g. FOC: Went over emailed report.

h. PAC: October 23 is the next meeting.

i Field Committee; Mr. Justiz sent me something to look at.

8. Old Business Chair
a. Internal Accounts Report {September}

First Motion: RY

Second Motion; JZ

Yes: CP, MC, RY, JR, R], JZ, KK, KC, CG, ZP
No: None

Abstained: ET

Motion Passes

b. Fundraising Report/Update (if any)
Mation to approve Fall Book Fair

First Motion: RY

Second Motion: CP

Yes: CP, MC, RY, JR, JZ, KK, KC, CG, ZP
No: None

Abstained: £T, R/

Motion Passes

c. LSC Letter to CEO
Read all letters and read the response that the Canty LSC will send this week. (See attachment)
Motion to approve the response

First Motion: ET

Second Motion: KK

Yes: CP, MC, RY, R), JZ, KK, KC, CG
No: None

Abstained: JR, ZP

Motion Passes

9. New Business Chair
a. Budget Transfers

None

10. Public Comment Chair

None




11. Announce the date of the next meeting Chalr

The next LSC meeting to Wednesday, November 19, 2025 @ 6pm in the MPR.

12. Adjournment @ 7:18pm Chair
First Motion: MC
Second Motion: CG
All in Favor: Yes

Motion Passes

Respectfully submitted by:
Ronald Yak
Secretary

Minutes approved without corrections
Date: November 19, 2025




October 2025

Dear Dr. Macquline King,

] am writing to follow up on Mr. Joshua Long’s letter dated September 15, 2025 regarding the staffing of Special
Education Classroom Assistants (SECAs) at Arthur E. Canty School.

We appreciate the commitment stated in his letter to ensuring students with disabilities receive the services outlined
in their Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and the explanation of the district’s monthly allocation process.

However, after a thorough review of the current numbers and time constraints, including a detailed analysis by
Principal Jennifer Rath, we must reiterate the critical nature of our staffing shortage. We have confirmed the urgent
need for three (3) additional SECA positions to meet the guaranteed service minutes mandated by student IEPs.

We are now ten weeks into the school year and, despite the mandated services, we still do not have the guarapteed
positions required to adequately support our students. This ongoing deficit directly impedes our ability to deliver the
legally and necessary required special education services to our students. We thought over the last month the
positions would have been granted.

While Principal Rath is fully engaged in optimizing the current staffing and scheduling, the simple fact remains that
the required student-to-staff ratios and minute-based needs cannot be met with the current allocation. This is a matter
of compliance with federal mandates and the commitment to our students' educational rights.

We urge your office to approve and expedite the allocation of these three essential SECA positions immediately_. We
need a swift resolution to this staffing crisis to ensure all Canty students receive the services they are legally entitled
to and deserve.

We look forward to your immediate attention and action on this critical matter.

Sincerely,

Ronald Jacobson

Local School Council Chairperson, Arthur E. Canty School

CC:

Sean Harden, Board President

Ed Bannon, District 1A Member

Jennifer Custer, District 1B Member

Joshua Long, Chief of Office of Student with Disabilities
Julie McGlade, Chief of Schools - Network 1

Jennifer Rath, Principal of Canty School

Canty LSC Members

Attached: Canty LSC letter dated September 9, 2025 and Josh Long letter dated September 15, 2025




September 15, 2025

Canty Local School Gouncil

Subject: Response to Canty LSC Concerns on SECA Staffing
Dear Members of the Arthur E. Canty Local School Councl,

Thank you for sharing your concerns and for your advocacy on behalf of Canty’s _stud.ents.. .We
deeply value the parinership of our school communities in ensuring that students with disabilities
raceive the services outlined in their Individualized Education Programs (IEPs).

Staffing allocations for Special Education Teachers and Special Education Classroom Assistants
(SECAS) are determined based on the IEP service minutes of students enrolled at each school.
These allocations are updated regulariy—on a monthly basis—to reflect changes in enroliment
and student needs. This process helps ensure that resources are distributed fairly across all
schools in the district and aligned with actual student requirements.

Principal Rath and the Network Chief have been fully briefed on the allocation process and are
well positioned to discuss how staffing and schedufing are organized at Canty to meet sfudent
needs. They will be the best partners to review the school's current schedule with you and to
address questions about how services are heing deliversed.

We remain commitled to working collaboratively with school leaders and communities to support
every student’s success. Thank you again for your advocacy and for the care you demonstrate
on behalf of Canty's students.

Sincerely,

osh Long, Chie
Office for Students with Disabilitias




September 9, 2025

Dear Dr. Macquline King,

I am writing on behalf of the Arthur E, Canty School Local School Council (LSC) and community. Wc? are
urgently requesting your assistance with a critical and time-sensitive issue regarding the need for Special
Education Classroom Assistants (SECAs) at our school.

Principal Jennifer Rath has been transparent about the staffing needs for our special educatioln stufients at our
LSC meetings, and we were disheartened to learn in the spring of 2025 that we would be kpsmg nine SECAs.
Despite Principal Rath’s persistent efforts and appeals, which have been denied multiple times, we ate now four
weeks into the school year and still lack three of the needed SECAs.

Many patents on our council have students with IEPs, making this issue not only impqrtant to us, but to the
entire Canty community, We have seen significant acadernic growth in our students with IEPs, and this progress
is supported by data from both the state and the district.

As the LSC, we are concerned that the cutrent system is not transparent. The lack of transparency scems to
unnecessarily delay the process of providing dedicated and shared SECAs. This process is impeding our ability
to meet the needs of our students as mandated by their Individualized Education Programs (IEPs).

We believe that educating children at their level and with their specific needs is Chicago Public Schools’
primary business. We respectfully request that a member of your senior leadership team attend our next L_SC _
meeting on Thursday, September 18, 2025, at 6pm, in the multipurpose room or a written response. Thas will
allow us to share our concerns directly and collaboratively discuss why the current system is not effectively
meeting the needs of our students.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this important matier.

Sincerely,

Ronald Jacobson

Local School Council Chairperson, Arthur E. Canty School

CC:

Joshua Long, Chief of Office of Student with Disabilities
Julie McGlade, Chief of Schools — Network 1

Jennifer Rath, Principal of Canty School

Canty LSC Members




